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the people to meet its qxig~enales, the supremacy of the law has counties in the State, from which corn, &c., could not be conve-.

been generally preserved inour o$tate. This is the surest evi- niently transported, and where the traffic-carried on by specu-

denbe of a' people possessing1'the ge~nius, the intelligence and the lators who have "run the 'blockade"-rhad excited, by high prices

n s~lstain fie isit .for Cotton, and the irtrodnction of rum and gin, (but no arms or
spirit necsay to - fe respectfully, ' munitiqus of war,) a dispositibn to make cottqn, &c., regardless,

S. B. GALBRAITH'. perha'ps, of"1 the generpi welfare."
The means of transportation to afid from this State are toO urn~-

1 · ) ited to justify ]pgislation on th''subject. the Confederate Gov-
ernment has been appealed to in vamn to make Railroad connec-

Correspondence,, between -the Governors of tions, necessary to the defence of the State, as well as to secure

F~ Blorida,·~eo~ia and Alabama. supplies from Florida for the armies of the Confedqr-ate States.
Flonda· Qeo I · - ·; 1gia· Under existing circumstances, no law could he nmhde to regulate

(cor;.) '~ 2 planting, which'would be tuiform in its operation, lust to the
XE,'Y;).: constitutional rights of, citizens, or benqficial to the Confederate
nXEO~L~L~ flVE~E, DEPAp nrnNT, 1Btb, 1Government ; hence; jf the legislation prop'osed were constiti-

'TNtAnAHSst-x, April l~th, 1~63.jtional,'T have deemed it wisest and best to rely upon the inteli-,

HisExellncyJosr ; BROWN, gence and patriotism the exigencies 'of the war demand rather

- '<~'Govpernor of ~~Georgia i- than legislation.
But, candor requires me to say, that Lam not coniinced that,

muication 'by tirlegrpb hilno'niiiplantaths't yoreInency a -in a Government like ours, th& legislative power rightly exists
municat~ion: b telegrapW: iiuirbrg m e . ha~t your Ei6h11ency~ had to prescribe what shall 01: shall npt beplanted. If it does exist,

issued a proclamation 't~o"convene the General Assembly of Geor- it should he most discreetly exericised. If the Tenei'al Assembly
gia, and sirggestinj'thh neoessity of like action on the part of the of a State has the power to enact a law prohibiting or restricting

Governor of' Oach' hf the; oth~er.States. I sh~oulld -hav'e jeplied . the' planting of cotton, in order to support the'arfy of th Confed-

promptly, but- theires became deranged, andu ievented the re- ' 'rate States of America by rainsig cereals, why may not the same

pl by telegraph. I did not follow your example' although urged General Ass mbly endct a law to prbhiibit the plonghing by horse's,
to add so bypi~blic meetin'gs held in several counities, and cor- because ugefal for cavalry; or mules, because necessaly for trans-

posed of' prttribtin nd ·int~elligent citizens of'Florida. The Gen- ' jortation; or oten, because necessary fqo beef? In a word,

eral AsseŽmbly of this State had, at its last ses'ion, discussed the why may they notfcbnfiscate all rights of property inindividuals

poic ofi"regulating laborby legislation, and, sustained by the for the benefit of the Confederate. Government. I am: opposed
Senate, it was repi'a 11tcd by a very large majority in the House to all legislation, on the part of either.the Confederate ot State

of Rcpresbetatives.'Even if Idoold have presumed .a change 6f Government which is not clearly- constitutiopal. Ihfractions of

onion oh'the subj,6ct, our season's here being'nuch fibre favor- the Constitution during war are more dangerous than Iin peace.

a~le for 'early' planting than, in' CiOrgia many of Our planters had7' In war or peace, the Constitution should be considered the anchors

commernced'to plant and tlid'crops' genetally wonitav e been df our hopes for freedom and manly indep~iideice:' Statesmfen

planted befoi·d it' was poasllt to sedure legislation to prohibit or should studiously guard against the insidious infuences of the oc-

limit the right to plan't cotton;> MoreoVer, the intelligence and casional panics which excite the public Imind, and engender what

patriotism of the phniiter of Florida induced them last year to is termed public sentiment. The vicissitudes of the war in which

.plant &Jr~eals to~the 'exclusion' of cotton. 'An immense amount we are engaged; ih view of its important and world-wide results,

of corn'Wvs made, an4, fortbe want of transportation; hundreds incline the best informed and most patriotic men to lend a favor-

of 'thousands of hsihels'~ of·orn' will 'be held by 6ur planters ' able ear to any vretence, however specious, to sustain the noble

when the'crdp of the present year -Will be gathered. -y corres-' cause in which we are engaged, and therefore1 it is the imperative

pondence with intelligent citizdns in different parts of the State, ddty of Statesmen-especially those who occupy high officia po-

I was informed of the immense quantity of oorn on hand, and sitionr-not to permit their zeal to exceed their wisdo', not to

that, nevertheless, there would not he scarcely as 'much cotton yiel eten to pzibtic sentiment, unless it shal be copatible with

planted this as there was the' last year, except in two or three Constituitional Liberty as secured by' a fundamental law. The
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avidity wvith which patriots embark in any enterprise to promote
the public welfare during the afflictions of war afford to specu- people and to the armies; the Confederate currency would be
lators,,traitors and' demago0ies excell'ant bpportunities to creat6 independeit in itself for all thepurposes of commerce between
panics for their individual benefitor kgarandize ent-lice what the States, individuals and the Confederate Government, as there
is terme "the -outside pressure2w upon legislative b dies. would be no demand for specie or foreign exchange, .to sustainis termed "the outside pressure" upon legislative bodies. . domestic commerce.oThuseinduus mentsuto speculationnand

White -it is contended that foreign nations cannot exist with- our,,domest' ents to s e
out the cotton pro ,ducpd by. slave labor 'in 66 .S60thern, States;I extortion woould be'destroyed, our 'people would depend uponthemselyes, and, the Confederate Governrent would reflect, the
would most respectfullyC pteseat to your serious coisieddration, intelligence and probity of ah independtnt and selswultainind g as-
whether or not, if the legislative power of. these States shall pro ociation of Statesa itover, a powerful influnce fo l the' con-
hibit thc cultitation of cotton by slave lab'or, (of which foreign tinsuance of thae war would bv'overcome. Tbuere are millions of
nations will be informed,) their aitiPsthieA to slavery and wtheirosad olns enage vilaions4 necemsiti's f'r cott6n may nqt be successfully apealed to by the fof thoblokasd' Thaie accuidatPgS engag f infviolations
United States Gdverninent for co-operation to abolish slavery fotue andse thesefre ancums fog, the tinitraffce ,ihmense
and to raise cottoni without slave ]abor? . tirtie T heaeenre, enteiiisin a inuercetic, ap i

The effort is now being made to form aid and "Oinigration soi- Tis., gy gally, enteiAng -and eerg e pd if
eties iii Eur6pe, as well As in the Un'ited States, to colonijze Flor- . the bllpkale should be made complete,'hei'love of trade wQould,
ida4, andthus abolish plavery. in the ,State. If successful, what perhaps, dierthe4 effs ts to legitiinai~ &omdserce, .dependent

will be the &onditiou of the other "cotton States P ". More than upon,thepraising of the. blokade, the 3'?"C1 gitiofl of the'Cpnfed.
a year ago, TIexpressed the opinion that,, as soon as it had been eeratea-State ofAme IF7 r fowig 9ationsn an4 suitablecom-
clearly ascertained that foreign governments: recogni~ed the mercial treaties. , - -

blockade of southern ports-knowing its inefficiency-iwisdom .Expeuence mays.uggest the piopuetv, u ticeandnecssity
requiredd of odr Government to- make the blocka.de complete. I an additional act of Congress, to iemove
know of -no reason. why- if England and France ivere willing to States.all peisons who claim tp be aliqens, gud th refose exmpt
enga"ge in war witkQChnia to sepure commerce in opium wvith the froQm Iandiefs toI .vountees into, the_ -iitaysive of theCon-
Chinose their-will and the- decrees of their Gov- fwderate States, nd 'clhimthe poteti foSeigatgovernmentspeop~~~p against '~~~~~1l 'which lo no~~~'tse~or~~~ Go~vernment (4 th4e Con~fedei t,'ats Saeern'roient 7-England uind ~Frafde and 'othei nations, wouldu noto
raise a blockade, for comiliercem-i cotton; &c., with the Southern I%, ' -Th e r oecn
States, while their people de-ired ahd thIir Government proposed i.'labiw dber 4jm ied, and the Stat teswoIuld be re-
the'commercial intercouise, provided cotton could not be obtained J'hor. wou -be gi
bjr'ruinaing the blockade. - *. ieved of .the jt .daiigeus element~4 whjch th-eu toep s public

I believe now the wisestand best course' which existfng cir- sgfety aolass qfi e who contiibute nothing tp ens agi icul-
cuitaEtaneces suggest to prevent the planting 'f excessive ctton tural pi os~perityO,.bwtwkpJve and spccuI~te ipoq us aaucpltu-cotton tur Q,, ive cs n.I5i5e~y +~;o i ili~~e~ f~lc;sfP~a;laocripbs, insure the culture of cereals, sustain the public crediit, prde- octs, ay s dfn o t labor.
Vent speculation, extortion and riots, for bread-a measure en- ,jyrwl4hbt~eyAp ls ,bst ¼t ayco"rnlat wetltl 
tmrely conssst~tmt with constitutional :libjerty, conducnbive to the .· Ti rfj~e~opi~gion ~~Seil!:'eh~r~j epjese am most respeottully submitted

d w elfai eatnd" to the ihdt&end~en~ce of· the Confederate to your'~·cod~t~iaid 4ioncipei m'it me to add, thla& itt will fford
Stntes- would be 'ap act of~ 'longresp, prouhibiting,, under severe 3 mge plesiure'to~eqiresppnd wfith you upo any~ subjecti conlnecte~d
ptnirl 'di cotmeioiwit interclrse ithe foreign nation eex- wluith the syplfare pf our me peotne States .44pof ike Comcderate

.. ; '. dfpeit, ae to addl!, t , · · lh iv &rd!

sPec.Ael:nts, and 5clusive!y for the purposes' of thle Govjn- ' ' '." hv h honor to be~, 
meit.~ Itr de between our citizens and the'speculators who 
su1CCe~i in .running the blockiadleY' was prev~ent&, 'all 'induce- , , jQOSN. M;iLtTONJ
meats '0i unite cotton, except fo the benefit of the Government G
.in its' iiw"otildons and for domestic uses wlbd be ·cut off; di-n
vidual enpsgvL, enterprise and enlightened pubrslic senotiment .seve r ' to,
weould insu e the necessiti'esival Oveo ' the comforts of lifGe, to the
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people and to the armies; the Confederate currency would be independent 
in itself for all the purposes of commerce between the States, individuals 
and the Confederate Government, as there would be no demand for specie 
or foreign exchange to sustain our domestic commerce. Thus, inducements 
to speculation and extortion would be destroyed, our people would depend 
upon themselves, and the Confederate Government would reflect the 
intelligence and probity of an independent and self-sustaining association of 
States. Moreover, a powerful influence for the continuance of war would be 
overcome. There are millions of dollars invested, and thousands of persons 
engaged, in violations of the blockade. They are accumulating, by the traffic, 
immense fortunes, and are, therefore, anxious for the continuance of 
hostilities. They are, generally, enterprising and energetic, and if the 
blockade should be made complete, their love of trade would, perhaps, 
direct their efforts to legitimate commerce, dependent upon the raising of 
the blockade, the recognition of the Confederate States of America by 
foreign nations and suitable commercial treaties. 
 Experience may suggest the propriety, justice and necessity of an 
additional act of Congress, to remove from the Confederate States all 
persons who claim to be aliens, and therefore exempt from, and refuse to 
volunteer into, the military service of the Confederate States, and claim the 
protection of foreign governments which do not recognize the Government of 
the Confederate States of America. 
 The number of persons who consume and speculate upon our 
labor would be greatly diminished, and the States would be relieved of the 
most dangerous element which threatens public safety – a class of men, 
who contribute nothing to our agricultural prosperity, but who live and 
speculate upon our agricultural products, and basely refuse to aid the 
defence of that labor by which they not only subsist but accumulate wealth. 
 The opinions herein expressed are most respectfully submitted to 
your consideration, and permit me to add, that it will afford me pleasure to 
correspond with you upon any subject connected with the welfare of our 
respective States and the Confederate Sates. 
  I have the honor to be, 
   Respectfully, 
    JOHN MILTON 
    Governor of Florida. 
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:ECUTIV-E DE-PARTMENT; ' . , . Legislture took th e same view of the subject, and I have tie'
MLtnnaED II n~ GA., April 22, 1863. honor herewith to communicate a copy of their resolution me-

His Excell cy Jomrw MTLTON, inorializiig our members ofCongfess. Trusting that houbrable

Governor of Florida: body may see the importance of timely action to arrest the fla-
grant evils thepractice is entailing upon the country, and with

SiRcp--tof ave the honor and pleasure to acknowledge the re - my best wishes for your health and the happiness of yor people,
qipt of.ioui~ c6mmuuication of the 13th hist., and avail myself J have the honor to he,

of the dirliest oppoitunity to respond to the enlightened and pa- Bour most obd't servOt,

triotic sentimentitcontains. our kind offer tocrrespohdnup- -JOSEP11. E. BROWN.,
on anv subject. 'connected with the interests of our respective
Staeis,, or the Confedeiate States, is gladly accepRbd; and I will,
at any time, be happy to avail myself of the advautages of your
enlightened opimions upon any subject of interest to the, people EXECUTIVE DEJ3ARTMENT
of our respective States, or of the Confederacy. I do sb the MONTGOMERY, ALA., May 4th, ½8,63. f
more co' dially, for the reason that the interests of' the people of His Excellency JOHN MILTON,
Florida and of Georgia are stronjhy allied, and, in many instauoes, Governor of Florida, Tallahassee
identical; I know that I hUt expreqs the feelings of all the peo-
ple of this State, when I hssure ybn that the wax'mest feelings of SIR:-My absence- from the seat of Government has alone pre-
friendship' exists tbward the people of Florida -and I trustit may vented an earlier reply to your communication of the 15th ult.
always be'so; '' - *e~ple~f Florida,' and I trust it may ' For reasons, similar in- the main to those which governed yin,

You argue with great- force the points presented in yoUr letter, I did not convene the' General Assembly of Alabama, 'hut ad-
that the prohibition 'of the'growth 'of cotton by slave labor in the dressed a circular letter to the planters of the State, Which, I he-
cottoi -States irght have a 'deleterious effect against the institu- lieve, 'has hadsagobd effect, and, if the seasonepropitious, our
tion? of slavery with foreigf powers, and, further, that snuch 'pro- ' supply of cereals will be ample.

* hibition, by legislative ehactment, is in violation of the Consti- I cordially agree withryou in your views relative to The neces-

tthesepoiontsI havWe ot been great strength mf yourviewndt po n c sity and-propriety of Congressional action, to prevent ¶running
thee . dis,. haeno, ben btetb iin' .6nour 1the blockade," excpt' with articles necessary for the ptmy, and

'fully. 'iThey, however, have ceased to Ibd'practicable uestons relation to iens g foreig protection, and Wo re-
here us he Lgis~ureiatd in sessioj,, by its action- declined as nrlto o~n liigfrii rtcin n h e

to an actbe'Letiso~ture, lat fuse to do military service.
to pass an act -� urther restrict the -plaitig and culture' of cot- The very heavy. demands upon my time, caused by the acen-
ton in this State; I hav~ felt that' the bread qlestion Was one ' mulation of business during-my absence, prevent my responding
more, vital,'perhaps :thain any dther'at this tinie, and' have been as thlly as I desire to the several points made by you..
impelled, by sa-trong seus~e-of duty, 'to 4all inm pbwerto re- Ijoi you; Governor, in the assutance that it will give me
strict the planting 'of` cotton -and tobacco and to increase tbe'pro- 'pleasme to cerrespond"with you upon any subject -coneted

doction of such articles' as axe' useful to sustain life; and I copfess with the welfare of our States or of the Confederate Stites;
that mifhope's' that'all may 'yet b6 well are not without'fears With great respect,
that we may have grest trouble infeeding the army and people - - ' Your obd't serv't
next yeai, if the war continuie$. GILLsi-inTER, -

It affonds me pleasqre to-coheur fully with your views of the GILL OT .. -

-,vd an pd propiiety of a law by' Congress putting a stop;to -YAG.
the .penicious piactidd of running the blockade. Its ruinous ef-
fects upon our currency are ev~ery day being made forcibly felt,
and, if not arrested, it is not difficult to foresee the evils to which
it must lead. It affords me pleasure to be able to state that our
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Legislature took the same view of the subject, and I have the honor 
herewith to communicate a copy of their resolution memorializing our 
members of Congress. Trusting that honorable body may see the 
importance of timely action to arrest the flagrant evils the pracyice in 
entailing upon the country, and with my best wishes for your health and 
the happiness of your people, 
 I have the honor to be, 
           Your most obd’t serv’t, 
                   JOSEPH E. BROWN. 

 
 

________ 
(copy.) 

   EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT,} 
   Montgomery, ALA., May 4th, 1863} 
  

 
His Exellency JOHN MILTON, 

       Governor of Florida, Tallahassee: 
Sir: -- My absence from the seat of Government has alone         

prevented an earlier reply to your communication of the 15th ult. 
For reasons, similar in the main to those which governed you, I did 

not convene the General Assembly of Alabama, but addressed a circular 
letter to the planters of the State, which, I believe, has had a good effect, 
and, if the seasons are propitious, our supply of cereals will be ample. 
 I cordially agree with you in your views relative to the necessity 
and propriety of Congressional action, to prevent “running the blockade,” 
except with articles necessary for the army, and also in relation to aliens 
claiming foreign protection, and who refuse to do military service. 
 They very heavy demands upon my time, caused by the 
accumulation of business during my absence, prevent my responding as 
fully as I desire to the several points made by you. 
 I join you, Governor, in the assurance that it will give me pleasure 
to correspond with you upon any subject connected with the welfare of our 
States or of the Confederate States. 
 With great respect, 
         Your obd’t sev’t, 
               JNO. GILL SHORTER, 
     Gov. of ALA. 
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